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The Key to Arabic 

Fast Track to Reading and Writing Arabic 
Dr. Imran Hamza Alawiye 



Introduction and Notes for Teachers 

'The Key to Arabic' teaches students the skills they need to read and write Arabic. The letters of 
the alphabet dre introduced one at a time, and the student is given the opportunity to read 
each letter with the various possible combinations ot long and short vowels, as well as the 'ay' 
dnd 'ow' dlpthongs, sukoon and shadda. The use of colour coding in presenting the various 
vowel sounds helps the student to grasp them more quickly. Each letter is also shown in all its 
forms: initial, medial, final and isdldte so that the student can learn td recognise the letter 
wherever it appedrs in the word, as well as how to write it. Cleor drrowed didgrams shdw the 
student the correct pen direction when writing. 

Arabic words are introduced from an early stdge, but no word contains letters that the student 
hds not already covered. This assimilative aaproach enables the student to leorn the alphabet 
in a gradual yet thorough manner, without feeling ddunted by the prospect of having to learn 
the entire alphaPet at one go. 

Each letter in the first holt of the dlphabet is covered dn a double-page spread. As the 
student's confidence in reeding and writing incredses, this is reduced to a single page per 
letter, and exercises dre introduced to reinforce redding and writing skills dnd to encourage 
some basic vocabulary acquisition 

For the self-taught student, a quick reference guide to redding skills Is provided at the outset to 
enable him or her to understand the Vdridus vowel sounds and gdin an overview of the 
method of joining Arobic letters togethet to term words, before putting the skill into practice. 
An optional CD recording of the mdteridls in this workbook is ovailable ta helb students in 
mastering correct Arabic pronunciation. 

After completing the alphabet, students hdve the chdnce to develoe their skills further through 
a set of carefully designed exercises. The first of these (p.55) provides dn opportunity for redd- 
ing dnd dictation practice, by presenting pairs at similar sounding words. This encourages the 
student to listen carefully and distinguish between letters that might easily be confused by the 
non-Arabic-speaker. 

Pdges 56-59 introduce simple non-verbal sentences using the masculine and feminine forms of 
"This is...", as well as a wide range of useful vocabulary. Page 60 teaches the alif al-maqsura, 
with plenty of reading practice. The primary use of 'al' ('the') is taught on pages 61^54, with an 
explandtion of how the following sun ond moon letters affect the pronunciation of this word. 

Pages 65-68 employ passages of dialogue to teach the student simple useful expressions such 
os greetings, introducing oneself, asking someone their name and saying goodbye. These 
didlogues ccn fdrm the bdsis for role playing within the classroom setting. The dldlogues on 
page 67 can easily be adapted os a classroom game whereby one student imagines another 
student to be in one of the places shown on the page, and the rest of the class take turns to 
ask questions in Arabic tc estdblish the imdginary persen's identity dnd wheredPduts, 

Having completed "The Key to Arabic" successfully, students should feel ccmfortable in 
reading dny passage of vocalised text presented to them, and will hdpefully hdve gained the 
confidence needed to toke their study of this ohollenging language further. 



The Arabic Alphabet 






c 



J 



c 



■J* 



Ghoyn 

t 



J> 



t 



J* 

a 

J* 



> 



f 



J 



iS 



l3 



Quick Reference Guide to Reading Skills 



-fc*- 



an un un 



(doubled 
letter) 



1. The Short Vowels and Tanween 

There are three short vowels in Arabic. They are written above or below the Arabic letters 



a) Kasra 



b) Damma _ 



c) Fatha 

(Say ■fal-ha'j 



This is a short diagonal stroke written below an Arabic letter. 
It Is pronounced Y, as in the English word lip'. 



If kasra Is doubled, it changes the sound trom Y to 'in' as in 
the English word 'tin', This doubting of the vowel is known 
as "tanween kasra". ( 



This is shaped rather like a small version of the Arabic letter 
waow, and it is written above an Arabic letter. It is pronounced 

V, as in the English word 'full'. e.c 



_ If damma is doubled, it changes the sound from V to 'un' as 
in the English word 'sun'. This doubling of the vowel is known 
as "tanween damma", The two dammas are usually written in a 
joined-up form, though they may also be written seporately.e.g. 



This is a short diagonal stroke written above an Arabic letter. 
It is pronounced l a', as in the English word 'dad'. e.g. 



If fatha is doubled, it changes the sound from 'a' to 'an' as 
In the English word 'man', It Is usually -though not always - 
supported by an alif. This doubling of the vowel is known 
as "tanween fatha". * 



,!_. 



* J 



3 

wo 



y 

Ran 



Wan 



2. Joining up Arabic Letters 

Arabic is written from right to left across the page. Arabic words are written in a joined-up form To 
achieve this, the letters within a word must be extended to join up with the following letter, unless they are 
one of the six 'naughty letters (see overleaf). The letters that are being extended lose then tells in the 
joining process. The last letter In the word Is written in its final form, which usually resembles the isolate or 
by itself form of the letter, though it Is attached to the letter just before it by a short joining line 

You will learn the correct way of joining each letter auring the course of this book, but for now study 
the following examples to gain an overview of how letters are joined. 



a) 'Boat' shaped letters 



-i— ' <<—> i-J 



fo siond firm , - ' 
to open «jui 



£*. 



-c- 



J^Sb,— 



^c 



u» 



b) Letters with U-shaped tails 

-t) J-J 



to engrave 


J% 


to smooth 


'S^> 


to be over 


^JlL* 


to stick 


jj 







c) Letters with trailing tails 



to succeed 7*-^ 
fo be busy {j^t, 



to feel 
embarrassed 



J^ 



d) Other letters, excluding the 
'naughty letters' 



4S «_f 



iJii 



to do wrong *_L» 

to ted a '■'/<? 

fortune t - r *^ 

to be dry ^ 




r_r--r- 



Lr-v^ 



1» »t 

un un 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 

letter) 



e) Ihe 'Naughty' Letters 

There dre six 'ndughty' letters, which connot be extended to the left ond as a result should not be 
connected to the letter in front of them. The six noughty letters ore: 



J- -J 



Ju = 3 



+ 3 



b= \ + 



i 



+ 



J> 



i 



J Jj = J + 



3. The Long Vowels 

Three letters of the Arabic alphobet are used to lengthen the souna of the short vowels. These letters are' 
, waow is used to lengthen the C Yaa is used to lengthen I AW is usea to lengthen the 

J 'u' sound of damma, so it 
sounds like l oo' osin 'moon', 



the T of kasra, so it sounds 
like 'ee' osin 'knee', 



a' sound of fatha, so it 
sounds like 'aa' '('aardvark') 



Baa 



Roo Joo Boo Ree Jee Bee Raa Joa 

When olif itself is lengthened by an olif, it becomes an extra long 'aa' sound called alif al-madd, which is 
written like this: \ e.g. 'Aaameen' (amen): /rr*' ■ 

When a laam is followed by an alif, there is a special way of writing it (called a loam-alifj which looks like 
this: i or, when the laam is preceded by another letter, like this: :\_e,g, x^A i LP )w ■ 

'I' 
4. Sukoon 



'laami'un' 'salaamun' 
(shining) (peace) 



A is a small circle placed on an Arabic letter to indicate the absence of a vowel upon the 

letter, The letter on which a sukoon is placed must be assimilated to (i.e. slid together with) the 

sound of the last vowel before it, even if that vowel is at the end of the previous word, 



P 



Zur 



r 

Fir 



Mur 



Nam 






Kom 

5. Shadda 

* Shadda is a symbdl written above a letter to show that the letter has been doubled, and 
therefore sounds stronger. The short vowels are written with a shadda like this: 



Qif 



y. = j + j + '~r > ^j = ^ + ^"j r = f + f 






Hamza: £. and Alif: 



Hamza, known as o glottal stop in English, is on Arabic consonant that often 
accompanies tanween, sukoon, or short vowels. Hamza is itself often accompa- 
nied by a supporting letter or 'chair' which may take many forms, depending 
on rather complex rules that we needn't explore here. The various ways in 
which hamza may appear are shown below. For the purpose of reading, It is 
best to Ignore the 'chair' hamza Is sitting on and to concentrate on reading the 
vowel sound that the hamza is supporting. 

Alif, when not supporting a hamza, Is a weak letter that takes the sound of any 
vowel accompanying or preceding it. Sometimes alif is a silent letter. 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 




± L^ j_ \ 






^u 



'J 



U_ 






± Is 



^ 



-£ -4 s\ 






aa oo ee 



sukoon a u | shadda 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 

letter) 



-j s-£ BE "n un in o y 



Copy eoch row twice onto the lines provided dnd practise reading the sdunds. 



I. , » 



♦, 



Baa 



L^_ ' 1l 



-V*^**- <-^-'- £—^«-4- &t- -* 





1* 

D 


a door 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

my door a door my father n father 

jb _ ub _j_I 



*** 



my futiic 




[ 




■source, core 



& $0 t 

PP 



bb 



c^ 



bb_ 



,4n S Ml 



oo oo ee 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 
letter) 



IS JIJ> 

an un un In 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



4^5 






Taa 

# '<^L 

Taa Marboota 
(tied up taa) 



-<Uj 






4£j_ U1j_ Lj 



-- -l- - - .IS . ' . ' * 



Copy eoch row onto the lines provided ond practise reading the words. 




2 »s 



■>JJ' 



I repent definitely a mulberry she perished 



L"Uo 






c 



'y 



1 «/vy*j/ 




he repented 



repentance dislike; pride he stayed overnight a house 

aS 

4_) 



iy 



M, 



U 



>L 



(no vowel) 



(doubled 

letter) 



oo oo ee 

■A fc£- 



1» $2 

SLjkoon ° u i shadda \ n , C on un un in 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



fL >i' 



Ihaa 



15 



^ ^- y - u f^i^ 



Jj 



t. i. u 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 



furniture 




a dress 
gown 



<~JjJ 



furniture garment; dress \ establishment he witiistood 




J^C 1 



1S , 



AJI 



abundant growth he spread, scattered he yawned 



;\SJ d^-JLj 





Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

he answered, replied my pocket a pocket a coward 



i3 pocket 




t'iriggiiig, boasting 



C^ -£ 



flowing 



U U>-L? tlJ C 



sukoon o u i shoddo 

(doubled 

letter) 



on un un in a j_ 



(no vowel) 



Copy eoch row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



£- 



c c r 




Haa 



5t^>sJ>- SfcSife L>U?tJ>- . I?- ^ ?- 



L5^ 



U 



=P= 



C5* 5 



■€r-e 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

17 watermelon seeds hijab, headscarf pilgrims 




> L>l>- . t- L>t>- 




c 



u^ 



hijab, a fj/ 
headscar 




N 



Lilltllliitl! 



-t^ 



i_J>0 



c l 



te looked for; 
he researched 



I watermelon 



oa oo ee 



sukoon a u i shadda 

'no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 



an un un 



a u 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



e ^ e - 



dec 




c^ 



C f: 



(^■' 4>- | >• .-^ 



^^_r^ 



t7-C 






Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

my sister a wicked person a peach he hid, concealed 



a peach 




■y 



c^- 




Excellent! Bravo! j a brother 



4j>-L>tj 



< -cs^ 



4>-l>«j 



-3 — *£- 



on un un in o 




(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



- $ * i 






1* , 






1« 



cp _p I _p _h. _p ^p , _p _^ ^ 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 




a riding animal a worm a bear 


a eliicken 

■a- s , , 


a bear 

4-° 




































a worm 

<* 












my grandfather 


a grandfather he began sound of footsteps 
■As ss s it " s 

























































sukoon a 


* 


i shadda 


GO 


oo 


ee 


an 


un 


un 


in 





S 




(no vowel) 




(doubled 
letter) 














* 






- 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided dnd practise reading the sounds 






Dhaal 

(sound as in 'the') 



"'"• 






t -J 









<_p -p _^i b__ ji _p - 4^l 






Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words 
a wolf a fly a lock of hair 

i* & ^ sfi -fi s ^ S 

^Ji AjLo 4j\%2 



shoe 



jIJl^ 




-) J 



he slaughtered 



<?> 



how lovely I excellent! he took 



Ju^l 



' / ' ^^ 






swinging 
(like a pendulum) 



< *>-L>J J? £)Jlp- 



Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out In its Joined-up form next to 
the correct picture. 






a 










*. , '. % 


ulul 


i« 


t_»> 1 <-j 


& O s 


Cj iS <-j 


& s> 


O ju 


iS 


c lo 


ii> o ^ 


U JU 


1» o ,. 


^ ^ £ 


i* 


^cc 


iS J 


U JC 


a» $ % 


ccc 



Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next to 
the correct picture. 




> 



^1 



Jfc 






* 



I „ a , 






5: o 



t* o 



oo oo ee 



sukoon o u i shodda 

(no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 



on un un in a u 



Copy each tow twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



„ S 






JJJ 



J 



J 



it 

-J- 






-zh 



■y- 



J 



Raa 






<t?J —& I 3 J I 'J 



^-^J 



J -J 



J J 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

a bicycle corn, maize Rajab (name of month) my Lord 




^r x P 



4->-\j5_ 




test, experiment 
a chameleon >ft ^ 



J^ 



* ■> r?~ 




So 



18^ s 






•+ ^ 



reward; pay, wages past, mail 






J u jj 






oo oo ee ^ 

sukoon o u i shadda 1 ,j :; an un un in o u 

'no vowel) (doubled 

letter) ? 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



JJJ- 



j- -J J -+ J 



j^y- 









J 



Zaa 



^ 



^> -J 



VJ -4i JJ ( j-^ <£j — J — ^ 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 



a lie, falsehood a drinking glass, tumbler 







-JH 



O-.?- \ 



carrots ^^^^ 



bii'iul 



Jj^ 






a place of safety 



^J 



a butclwr carrots 



Jj^ 



(no vowel) 



aa oo ee 

shadda \ a ^ 

(doubled 

letter) 



on un un in g_ 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



u w " ' " * -^f-o^ 1 o* 



Seen 



i< l mij£et-k"u 






df -^f 



ur" 






Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 



a bridge 



computer 




5^l>G-^» 



>J^>- jlj*t> 




a head leaching glorification of God a sum; an account 







■fi 



•» 



Lf ] J 



|JJ 



J -U TS^****-} 




sukoon a u i shadda 

no vowel) (doubled 
letter) 



an un un in a u 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



U~- 



-U^ U" Lf 



Sheen 



I^J 






L- * 



L£l 



^^J" 



LT* 




>- ^r" - ^ ^ — a - 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

insects wood old age; grey hair a tree 

•fi , s s -fi s / & ' &s s I 




it 




a fea ! her 



,lJu 



J 



' 



bringer of good news she drinks 



she is drinking 



a smile feathers 



(no vowel) (doubled 

letter) 



aa oo ee , 

shodda \ a £ on un un in 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



cr 



a ■*> -r» 



U*- 



u" o? cf- 



Saad 



y ffltfflff 



fl-yg-yg 



1 -^ ■ 



^V? 



J^ 



L^U^ 



„ "^ *' ' * 



U^L^ 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 
a mat a picture voice 

. <_^,rg >■ 8 ) a- «jg 



r pear 



u° 



Wl 



>y^ j ^ 




^jjU^> 



a picture ..._^ 


1 m m 




' r» ■ 




^ff'I 


&s 


jr 


8 J 


j-^ 



particular, specific pears 




cheap a person, indir 



-^>\sr |^U--1- tjA-^J 



aa oo ee , 

* JS * & 22 

shocido j, an un un in 

(doubled 
letter) 



3 (3 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



» , t 



a? a* ^ 



y>^ 



Daad 



ua-^S4# 



<J0> W^ c 



fL^<2- ^> | j s^^S Lsi^2^ Ui Jp J ? 



t5-^ -S-* J-^- W» ye—^ -~p Jo ijP 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

civilisation a molar tooth light noise, dm 




iSj* 




5 tL ^y- 



t^-^-L- -S&2- 



earth, ground eggs 



-&*zy o^- i l/ 3 - * 



lowest point green 

if z , 




Find o word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write It out in its joined-up form next to 
the correct picture. 



J 3 




J 



s 



1* .- Jl 

5 i 3 



6 3 



£u? 



J^ 




- - ; --; - 55 ^a etiers •'■ the box on the right to complete each wary so that it marches ts picti.ro 



■# 



^ 







t 






C3 



c^ 




C 



^j 



L^ 



^ 



L 




^^ 



_fl _>-? ID. 






J- 


1»^ ,- 




• « 


*8 


Jl 


JJ 


JJ" 


* 


J" 


4 ■ >> 


4_ 


^ 



(doubied 
letter) 



-t^" 



on un un in a 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided end practise reaaing the sounds. 


VsVslt \s in J? Jfl )fl 


' 




- 









Ida 



U UU U UU I U U U lk> Js> Js 



> 



ajj Q j ai3 -Jg i l" US US 



V 



eroplane a path, way 



ii duck 



a map, char! 



a doctor 






1 j+P 






Lk 



V 



■h 



6. U i 



frmfe .-is j; doctor '^ r -^^ a plane a duck 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds 



-#jUa- 



bU?S^ V> y* j& Jg Jg J? 



Zaa 

(Like the sound of -the', 
only heavier. I 



S15>M 



\*y>*> UUfc» I U U U Jj£ 



i_j^ 



J> 



^ ^ -- J* cH 

-Ji- jJe Lis ^1? ^? -Ja js> J? 



:: CUdo-IIIY 



—Ji: 



°j* 



Abu Dhabi luck, fortune 






$nzciU'> 



:L& 



a uvt nurse. 



v 

A 






. ao oo ee & 

sukoon a u i shoddo ' a , l on un un 



(doubled 
letter) 



-9 — (=*- 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 
,. S fi S 



C^-Cr 



I ^rt 



'Ayn 



£f* -fif* 



i» tjt-p 



Lp_ 



^R 



-«* 



-$^ 



Lp 



^-^ 



L-n^ 



e> 



GH arm a finger 






happy 



«7i [)/rf woman 



fUaC 



1 

rrot 1 



^ J : 



w 



a parrot 1 nr/ nrm ^^V a finger 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



^ t 



£l ^ , 



Ghavn 



i^ 



\jxJkS- Lp_ 



t^r 



'-&* 



£ -& 3* \ J > •** — L -&- 



i«^Jl > s$ s & o J 1* 



_jLp -sJ^V-^ r*"*""J — r^-*-^ ^Ufi^- 




oa oo ee -. 

shoddo 1 a ,.■ £ an un un jj 

(doubled 
letter) 



-5 — <$- 



Copv each row twice onto the lines provided dnd practise reading the sounds. 



* s > s I J! 



Faa 



i_ Lai 



t_Lii 



Uii li 



LjL 



L^ 



y- 



y^^ 



^ ' ^ 



«H envelope a pavement, sidewalk a room 



a whistle a butterfly 



■> 



i« 



JS_w*S> 



'J 



_2i^p . Sjii^j | aJ l Li 









,ly 



^yW> a j 



LL^ 



i 



briefcase _ " J -^ a fcuffti 

Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 

^ii_ _J- _JL_ -i- J -jJ — (J- 




Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
meaning of the wora in English In the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 







-.Ufl 






> y is 
cUt-^J 8. 

4_il_J io 



Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
meaning of the word In English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 



AS_^_ 



i> - a J il/n) 



a l-S 



^£ *V> 









& ? 

* T 

ij ■/»•>- 



-u^ 



Ju" 



oa 00 ee - 

,. , J> * + H 

shoddo ' a , C on un 

(doubled 
letter) 



-^f- 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



iL JL £_ i! 



_iL^i 







J T J" / 1 S T jf 



^ -^ 4 4 



■weak, feeble a sofa, couch 







a spiral A^x 



a window 

if .;■ t 






Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 

-^L i 3 — -i — J- J- J i -J 



a sofa, 

( coudi 



jbS 



J 



Laam 




_jlf_ _^li_ JW_ V_V^I + J Lj '._J. 



J.J+jl. _v!_y. 



-iUL 



>i elephant a refrigerator, ice box \ a cupboard, closet , fi J 



spiral 






sukoon a u 

(no vowel) 



un un In 



(doubled 
letter) 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 




1 imam, prayer lender B teacher (m.) 



-fH- 




an o?hich t 



■■',"' \ a bmnvui 

i • 



Copy eoch row twice onto the lines proviOed ond practise reading the sounds. 

s » » -» 



0j_^ 



ir* 



Lu3 



u 



Noon 









L^ 



£- - 11 h^ ^J 



lL 



iff Jl jl tf S 2 & ' 






aa oo ee 



sukoon a u 



(doubled 
letter) 



-&-*- 



•fi *» 

un un in 






Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



Haa 

7$. J)afij \ 



Haa 



- <» 












_0 



^A^-^AJ j^ U_ ^|^» 



nil u/arm cfoe* hard-working important a telephone 



_o\jL£»_ 






_J_g_XJ>^> P_3_A 



(_jui_fc 



a peacock ■'[- -■";, 






i! tloU't'l' 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 

-333 -J--J---3- -3- -3^3- 



iul» 



JJ 



Waaw 



** 



s 3 

-333 



3-33- - ] 333 - J 3- -3 - 3- 



Lf3^+3 \-33 J 3- -3-3 T ^3 ^3- -3 '- 3- 



a peacock 



growth, progress 



a face 



-u^-33^- -3J* - -r^ -*y* s 



aa oo ee 



sukoon a u 



(doubled 
letter) 



-fc>- 



on un un 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 






S — iS S 



** 

-&** 



Lo _L 



%3 



Yaa 



S^S- 



x^ 



-Ji 



&L- 



S — S 



g)-ey (gray) 



J) s s > 






.lLkA*) 



w ;/((_!/ 



f^ 



Similar Sounding Words 

The pairs of words listed below demonstrate the Importance of correct pronunciation in Arabic, because 
the slightest difference in sound can totally change the meaning of a word. Each pair of words below 
contains similar sounding letters. Practise reading them several times with your Arabic teacher until you 
can fell them apart. Then ask your teacher to dictate them to you until you can write them down 
correctly. 



«_WV*s3 



desire ^ *j>- 

correct t^l j-^ 1 



direction 



Sy^ 






he strove, ■ * & S** 

endeavoured 

a river T$~* 



if C y 

a Drain Lj2_£" 

strangeness Aj\ S' 

excess a_L£- 



inheritance iZj y 

rewards i_JI oj 

dress (_^ «J 

heavy L_fl_) 

holy; A r j- 

forbidden \ ^ 

he denied < A»>eJ>- 

an axe J"^"" 1 

pregnant LoL>- 

<P , ,- a 

profession, («£> j-^>~' 
trade -"* 

tR «,* 

food (i - ^ 

% , , , 






jU 

cleverness A\y^% 

he measured ij>-^ 

a dog k_~LS 

he deceived 3 15 

after _L*_> 

a path, trail t^^J O 



a trend ) Lw | 

discord, AJJL2 

civil strife 

he said <j 

a heart t_^L? 

he wrecked J?V3 



flowers j bft i 



yw> 



triumph 

he looked . ■■■? ■ 

appearance i 1 jt '' 

he travelled r^"* - " 

he insulted 



j-*-" 



This is ... 

If you want to say 'This is a (something)' in Arabic, you need to know whether the thing you are 
introducing is masculine or feminine. Many singular feminine nouns in Arabic end in a "tied taa' (taa 
marbuta) and are therefore easily recognisable. Most singular nouns that do not end in toa marbuta are 
masculine. 

In Arabic, the verb 'to be' is not usually used in the present tense, so you don't need a separate word 
for 'is' in the sentences that follow, because the idea of 'is' is implied in the word for 'this'. 

The masculine word for 'This is' in Arabic is: \jjb which is pronounced 'haodha', as if it has a long 'aa' 

sound after the hoa. For example: This is o (male) teacher; *_Ik_4 l-Lft (haadha mu'allimun). 

The feminine word for 'This is' in Arabic is: o Jj& which is pronounced 'haacjhihi', again, as If it has a long 

'aa' sound after the haa at the beginning of the word. 

For example: This is a (female) teacher: 4_<Ju«_^ fi-L& (haadhihi mu'allimatun). 



Practise reading the fallowing sentences and learn the words and their meanir 
Copy each sentence out onto the line provided. 




■^ 




■S** 



_l» 




. Lb IJla 



This is a (pair nfi 

gtoj.OT. 



jliij 6 Jjt 



j\sS IJL» 



Tim h a knife. A 




. AS yi i a Jj> 




. ^is LL* 




.ifS" eJJ* 




. j4 .^ '-g_ o-La 



Write o sentence in Arabic under eacn picture using the correct form of "This is", following the examples 
on the opposite page. The words ending in taa marbuta are all feminine: the rest are masculine. 



This is a tabh. 




aJjUs 




tf 



% 




S— 0' 



This is a squirrel. 




J>V>*J^>> 




0^«-v«l 



This is a pig. 




if , 




i-O— J 




77lis is a snake. 



J 




jL*J 



77»/5 is u, fridge (t 
box). 



Or*A3 



TViis is a (/>/t'<v ()/) 










Using the vocabulary you hove learned during the course of this book to help you, label the arrowed 
items in the following pictures, beginning each label with the correct form of 'This is'. Two items have 
been done for you by way of example. 




, 5J alls 8 JLft 





This is a bear. 


Tftis is n bicycle. 







Al-Alif al-Maqsura 

Some Arabic words have a special kind of olif at the end of them, known as an alif al-maqsura. It has the 
shape of the letter h yaa\ but without any dots underneath it. It always has a fatha before it, and it is 
usually pronounced 'aa'. Below are some examples of words ending in al-alif al-maqsura. Practise read- 
ing these words, and then copy them out in your exercise book. 



a hospital . ^JL^^JL^^ 

a cafe -J A a 

a building c*^* 



a lord, master 



Jr 

a goal; range _a ^a 



Yahya (John) 






he intended 



he come, arrived 



it was enough 
sufficient 



smaller, younger 
(feminine) 



larger, alder 
(feminine) 



J* 

s o St 

stronger L? J-^ ' 

a patient _^?-^ 

posture, grazing s^T* 



higher, superior 



he built ^J 

he ran iS pT" 



he told, related, 
reported 



he saw (_£ \j 



he bought, ^ JL*^\ 

purchased v 



he rebelled <S^^ 

he spent time l£*&^ 

he forbade, banned tC^ -3 

he walked , S"*^"' 

he fulfilled , ^ * 

(a promise) ^ 

he cried , ^^-J 

he gave someone , —fl-^w 

a drink <-* 

he told, related (-£jj 

he refused . _jI 




The Sun and Moon Letters 

So far, the words you have been reading in this book have been indefinite (e,g, a book, an eye etc., 
rather than the book, the eye). Tanween is used on the last letter of a word to show that the word is 
Indefinite, e.g. kitaabun-a book, 

One of the ways of making on Arabic word definite is to attach the word l ai' 
(meaning 'the') before it. The alif In 'al' is a weak alif, meaning that it can only be 
pronounced if it is at the beginning of a sentence, (that is to say, when no other 
letter comes before it). When a word Is defined, it can no longer take tanween. 
Instead, the last letter of the ward takes a single vowel (i.e. a fatha, kasra or 
damma). e.g. al-kitaabu - the book. 

The Arabic alphabet, as you may already have realised, has twenty-eight letters. These letters are 
divided into two equal groups. One group is known as the 'moon letters', and the other as the 'sun 
letters'. 

When the laam in 'al' is followed by one of the moon letters, it automatically takes a sukoon and is 
pronounced. However, when the laam of 'al' is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (In 
other words, it isn't pronounced). When a sun letter comes immediately after the 'al', a shadda must be 
written on the sun letter. 

Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 



The Fourteen Moon Letters 



{$ J -* f 



6 



J (-9 



ttCCE 



J U j il a train 



^_£JI a mouth *-3 



jUzi 



er ^> j>u\ a chair 



the teacher J_*_oJ^ a teacher *JU-« 

the telephone ^Jul*-^ a telephone !_jGu& 

the boy jJJI a boy Jjj 

the hand J^Ji a hand Ju 



the sofa *^-l j ^ ' ° sofa 



the door ^ jl_ji a door 

the carrot Jr? 6 ^ a carrot 



4_>Ojl 



J}^~ 



*li 



the shoe j,ijL?-Jl a shoe 

the bread j_J-J bread 

the old man j aj>*_*jl an old man j aj>tP 

the room 3j jjl a room 03 h 



Moon letter reading practice 




When 'al' (the) is preceded by a word ending in a vowel, the allf becomes silent and the preceding 
vowel sound is 'slid' together with the laam of the 'al', so it sounds as if there is no space or pause 
between the words. Therefore, in the first example below, the sentence would read as follows; "Laa tajlis 
'alal-ardi." Note that the 'a' sound of the olif al-maqsura is shortened, so that it sounds like a fatha. 
Similarly, in sentence 14 below, the 'ee' sound of 'fee' is shortened as It is slid together with the following 
word, thus: "Lao tada'il-yada fil-jaybi". If is therefore necessary to look ahead when reading Arabic to 
se e if the sound at the end of one word needs to be slid together with the next word. 


Practise reading the sentences below out loud, paying close attention to sliding the sounds together 


where necessary. 




1 , Don't sit on the ground. 


•J*J^ J^ (_T^ ^ 


2. Ducks like [the] water, 


.iuJiiJiL^ 


3. 1 like [the] carrots. 


:%S^\ 


4. This [the] shoe is new. 




5, This [the] bread is delicious. 




6. 1 like helping the old man. 


i x o >v > *■ J> ■% * 


7. This [the] room is wide. 




8. Don't put the pen in the mouth. 


. *M\ ^ AjJ\ £*£j 3 


9. This [the] train is fast, 


1« J . 3 



10. This [the] chair is broken. 



JC' 



Ji «, ■ 



1 1, This [the] teacher is excellent, . jl_l*_<s *Jlk_<iJ| lX& 

tS & _, 2 S -a 

12. This [the] telephone is out of order. , 1 U« a ^JijL^jl IJjfc 

if S ,. 3 i ,, o 

13, This [the] boy is polite. . (_j;Lo JJ Jl IJjfc 

14. Don't put the hand In the pocket. 



>J| ^ JJI £^i N 
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The Fourteen Sun Letters 



When the loom in 'at is followed by one of the sun letters, It becomes silent (not pronounced), and a 
sTeadd* Sn on the sun letter, making the sound o, the sun letter more intense. So, for example, 
'toaiun' (a crown), becomes 'attaaju' (the crown). 
Study the exdmples below, and practise reading them dloud: 



JOiJ^^^j-^jj 



2 i O Cj 



the tree 



a tree 



' ' s ; „ i . 

the whistle Sjlivi a whistle 



the moldr , f 

tooth u 



a molar 
tooth 



lS 

the doctor (f.) *-m~K a doctOT W ***** 

> a '. * .°< 

the envelope i_>^ an envelope L-SjJo 

~~ jT, - *'.' : 

the ostrich i^U- an ostrich "UUj 

— j 71 I i - ' , 

the painting O-jl a painting 4j-_j. 

^Twithlhe^om letter sentencesTthilaS vTweTsdund on any word before a word beginning with 'al' 
sNdtogemer with the sun letter So the first sentence Pelow would read: ■Yalbasul-malikuMaaiadh- 
dhahabiyya." Practise reading the fdllowing sentences out loud. 



-U 



Li 



»-U^ a crown r- 

the refrigerator ir>-*>U. a refrigerator Sj>-*^J 



the wrist 



the bed 



Ul a bear 

? o * 

i 5 A. a wolf 

J a i 

m^j. a wrist 

3 jfc ■ a flower 

j _— a bed 






1, The king is wearing th 



; golden crown, 5-^*-'- f5" i-J^- ^' ^/-C-H 



2, 1 put the ice in the refrigerator. 

3. Mike the black bear, 

4. The wolf ate the rabbit, 

5. This [the] wrist is broken, 

6. This [the] flower is beautiful. 

7. This [the] bed is comfortable. 






J 4—- VI <_J-X. tw 



, 1 a_^-wS-° ^ 



fj 



IJla 









oXa 






8. This [the] tree is old. 

9. The yellow whistle is blocked. 

1 0, This [the] molar tooth is rotten. 

1 1 , That [the] doctor (f.) is skilful. 

12, This [the] envelope Is open. _ t£ji» u-5 ]a \Jjt> 

13. The ostrich is faster thdn the human. jll*jVl •<-* 9 _^t ol*. 



lit £ „ j .? A V -. - 



14. This [the] painting is beautiful. 



*L>- aJL a-L& 



Further reading practice with sun and moon letters 



2 


. SJlsUI v 


zl* 


\ flJLfc 


c 


^c 


Thi 


girl is openii 


g The i 


•mdow. 




f_ _ 



. SJjUaJi JlP jJjJl I oi ^j-J^i 



TVies fcnv i.v silting on the table. 



4. . i j wb-J -U- Si j-*j\ flJufc » .ja" 



/'/i/.v woman is txping on the canipttii'r'.- 




. sJU^^Ji ji-^ OJfc f^ 



Tito man Is reading ike newspaper. 



6. . dJLJl 0^5" -UjJi 1 Jjh i 



Thii bov is p/avini' basketball . 



77)1.5 ,i;/>/ i.f nV/wg r/if bicycle. 




8. 


1__UJI 




i Xa 


^Is©' 1 


r/?,j 


woman is dn 


iking the 


nilk. 
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.jliJI jJ_,JI IJu J*^ /J» 



77//.', /.if)v n combing the hair. 



u 



Dialogue 1 : Who is this? 




Classroom Activity 

Practise introducing yourselt to 
your friends in Arabic. Ask your 
; -iend who another person in the 
classroom is by saying either 'Who 
tethis?' or 'Who Is that boy/girl?' in 
Arabic 



■his(m.) Ijjb he (is) j_& 



dili 



f.) 8 JU& she (is) _A that (t.) kiXb a boy -Uj 



U 






Dialogue 2: What's your name? 




?cJ d-U-J Uj 



. aJ__o U k^J— ' L^>- -a i s ■ i, ■ i i- 



M 




. a -Lot-* ^U^ji 



-iLv^ 



jUjs 



j\-*a 







1 


Q 


( 


s 


),; ' 


- - ~? 




.^yOj-L^^ ; -L^^ 



.yb lilt 



5j_L~3 O! (used to addre 




friend (m.) 

friend (f.) kh_~L^ opportunity 

my friend (m.) ^jL-Uj happy 

my friend (f.) JLtuX^a When used ij, 
together: 
'Pleased to 
meet you' 



U you (m.) oJt my name (is) 

■t-^ji you (f.) C~).J your (m.) name (is) dl 

S-Ljw hello (m.) ilXj l~^y your (f.) name (is) dU— 

, ^-, j hello (f.) di-; ty>-y his name (Is) <u— I 

welcome (m.) dL *>Lai her name (is) Lj-»— I 

welcome (f.) di-J ">W what? ?U 
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Dialogue 3: Where is your friend? 






•••Is* :5 '-^^ 



>j tfie library 



Vocabulary 

Peace be upon you. 

(Reply): And upon you be 
peace. 



today *Jj\ 

your friend (m.) ^Uj A„..-a 

your friend (f.) ijJuXi A..^» 



tf* 




... yi 



.^^Jjl 


j 3 ■ • • 


(7i the playground 


© 
say 


: *': 




Dialogue 4: Goodbye 





'<< 





*%J! 



f 



. <dJI jUt ^ . 4_*^CJI *u> \y\^ 



how are ?dl!U- ^jiS meet, meeting 

Vou? (m.) 

haw are ?l*UI>- Li-i' good morning 

you? (f.) 

goodbye Sj^LJI *J= (reply) good 

w. morning 

[Go] in God's dJJI JUi j good evening 

protection , , ^ 



s-LaJ praise J_*js- morning 

God, Allah «tJJ1 evening 



s iilji Ji 



(reply) good 

how is your (m.) ?J 
health? 



jjjjl ?-L_-3 to God 
_^«s , *JI s.L™a health 
j ijJI tl_-wo | with 



■uJ good, 

^w light 






' i_J-^3 I peace ^"jL^ your condition, dJJU- 

state (m.) 

' i_ju5 protection OU! your condition, dJJU- 
state (t.) 



8 be to God OJ J-aJ-Jl to, until ^J well, good 



